
Gudauri
New wind slabs have developed in areas sheltered from the strong 
W/SW winds. Watch out for areas around ridges where the snow 
feels hollow, punchy or stiff. In many areas a facetted weak base 
layer is easily triggered and could result in large avalanches. All 
areas should be approached with high caution. Stick to slopes less 
than 30 degrees and stay well away from steep slopes above you.                           

Forecast issued at: 13-Feb-2023 19:00
Forecast valid until: 14-Feb-2023 19:00

This is a trial avalanche forecasting service run by non-professional volunteers from 
Gudauri, supported remotely by experienced avalanche forecasters. The information 
presented here may sometimes be incomplete or inaccurate - do not only rely on this 
forecast in your safety decisions. 

Forecaster: Eva Stribrna (Vagabond Gudauri)
Supervisor: Peter S
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3   Considerable
High Alpine Dangerous avalanche conditions. Careful snowpack 

evaluation, cautious route-finding and conservative 
decision-making essential.

> 2600m

3   Considerable
Alpine Dangerous avalanche conditions. Careful snowpack 

evaluation, cautious route-finding and conservative 
decision-making essential.

2000m - 2600m

3   Considerable
Sub Alpine Dangerous avalanche conditions. Careful snowpack 

evaluation, cautious route-finding and conservative 
decision-making essential.

< 2000m

Problem Number 1 - Wind Slab
A cohesive layer of snow (a slab) formed by the wind drifted snow. 

New windslabs have developed in areas sheltered from the strong W/SW winds. 
Watch out for areas around ridges where the snow feels hollow, punchy or stiff. Even 
small avalanches could trigger the deep persistent layer (Problem 2). Cross-loading 
of gullies and other aspects is possible. 

Likelihood Avalanche Size Time of Day Trend
Possible 2 All day Improving

Problem Number 2 - Deep Slab
A weak layer, usually at or near the base of the snowpack, that resists 
bonding to an overlying slab over an extended time period.

Weak snow layers exist at the bottom of the snowpack, in areas where there 
was snow before Jan 31st. These could be reactive to the weight of one 
person, and a collapse could travel through the snow and set off avalanches 
above you. In many areas this layer is easy to trigger and it exists even at 
lower elevations. This layer seems to be less problematic in the Sioni valley.

Likelihood Avalanche Size Time of Day Trend
Possible 3 All day No change

Recent/Relevant Observations
Strong W/SW wind gusts to 80 km/h and up to 8 cm of new snow on Jan 14. Widespread 
'whumphing' and cracking continues to be observed at all elevations and many aspects, 
anywhere snow existed before Jan 31st. The snowpack has a 15 - 30cm weak layer (facets) 
at the ground. Average snow depth is 100 cm at 2700 m, however a lot of snow got 
transported and created heavy wind slabs on wind sheltered aspects.

Changes in conditions since previous forecast
Recent wind loading on NE, E, SE and possibly S aspects. 

Weather Forecast
On Tuesday Jan 14, winds are calming down. During the day it will be mostly sunny and 
calm with cold temperatures, with light snow showers starting in the evening. On 
Wednesday 15 Jan the winds pick up again from W-SW, with a mix of sun and clouds, some 
precipitation in the evening. 


