
Gudauri
Significant amount of new snow falling with light to
moderate winds, loading snow and forming windslabs on
top of an unstable snowpack. Some uncertainty about
snowfall, wind and expected avalanche sizes in high alpine
areas. Trending to hazard level 4 in isolated areas

Forecast issued at:
Forecast valid until:

2-Feb-2023 17:00
3-Feb-2023 17:00

Recent/Relevant Observations

Changes in conditions since previous forecast

Weather Forecast

This is a trial avalanche forecasting service run by non-professional volunteers from
Gudauri, supported remotely by experienced avalanche forecasters. The information
presented here may sometimes be incomplete or inaccurate - do not only rely on this
forecast in your safety decisions.

Peter S

Dangerous avalanche conditions. Careful snowpack
evaluation, cautious route-finding and conservative
decision-making essential.

Heightened avalanche conditions on specific terrain
features. Evaluate snow and terrain carefully; identify
features of concern.

There is no avalanche hazard rating available at this time
due to limited information or forecasting capacity.

About 30 - 50 cm of recent (72 hours) snow. Some uncertainty about new snow
heights in high alpine areas. In isolated, wind-sheltered areas in the alpine, the
recent snow they may have fallen on surface hoar. In the high alpine, released
snow storm can easily step down to the persistent layer and producer larger
avalanches.

Windslabs may release in specific wind-sheltered areas near ridge crests and
gullies. Where winds are stronger (or shifting), cross loading into other aspects is
possible. In the high alpine, the windslabs can easily step down to the persistent
layer and producer larger avalanches.

Facetted layers in the middle and bottom of the snowpack. While the problem
limited to specific areas with sufficient snow prior to 31 January, a small
additional load (e.g., one skier) is sufficient to trigger size 2-3 avalanches.

Mikheti and Lomisi, 23 Jan: isolated patches of surface hoar (23 Jan). Kudebi: (3000 m),
29 Jan: Reactive snowpack, with light loads (one person) enough to produce "whoomphs"
(facet layer collaps) with 5-10 meters propagation. Gudauri (2200 - 2500 m) 2 Feb, 20:00:
35 cm new snow during last 72 hours, 25 cm new snow since last evening.

An additional 10 - 30 cm of snow. Larger avalanches sizes possible.

Precipiation is expected to stop from night of Thursday, 2 Feb to Friday, 3 Feb. Friday 3
Feb some flurries in afternoon, otherwise we expect no additional snow until Sunday.
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Problem Number 1 - Storm Slab

Problem Number 2 - Wind Slab

Problem Number 3 - Persistent Slab

One or more layers of recent storm snow that have consolidated into a slab
above a weak layer.

Likely 2 All day No change

A cohesive layer of snow (a slab) formed by the wind drifted snow.

Likely 2 All day No change

A slab formed over a persistent weak layer.

Possible 3 All day No change

Likelihood Avalanche Size Time of Day Trend
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